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populations were a minority, and less military than the
landowners and their tenants. She had her Cecils,
Eacons, Walsinghams, Hunsdons, Knollyses, Sadlers,
Killegrews, Drurys, capable and devoted servants, but
new men without territorial wealth or influence, and
with no force except what they possessed as wield-
ing the power of the Crown. It would be difficult to
name more than half-a-do^en peers who zealously pro-
moted her policy. Most of them looked on it coldly,
and would support her only as long as she seemed to
be strongest.

Mary's rejection of Elizabeth's terms coincided with
the quarrel with Philip (December 1568). The dis-
affected nobles thought that the time was now come
for striking a blow. Conscious that the feudal devo-
tion of the gentry and yeomanry to their local chiefs
had in Tudor times been largely superseded by awe of
the central government, they were importuning Philip
to give them the signal for rebellion by sending a
division of Alva's army from the Netherlands. Philip,
cautious as usual, and afraid of driving England into
alliance with France, declined to send a soldier until
either the Norfolk party had overthrown Cecil, or the
northern lords had carried off Mary. Between these
two sets of conspirators there was much jealousy and
distrust. The Spanish ambassador thought the southern
scheme the most feasible. Not without difficulty he
persuaded the northern lords to wait till it should be
seen whether the Queen could be induced or compelled
to sanction the marriage of Mary with Norfolk. If
she refused, they were to make a dash on Wingfield, a
seat of Lord Shrewsbury's in Derbyshire where Mary